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Arditi Foundation Writing Competition

“In the Other’s Shoes” — Jews and Arab in Israel
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Metin Arditi of the Arditi foundation

Mr. Metin Arditi, the head and founder of the Arditi Foundation, is a
Swiss citizen of Turkish Sephardic origin, and lives in Geneva. He is a
well-known author and a philanthropist. In 2012 he was named Goodwill
Ambassador of UNESCO, and in 2014 UNESCO nominated him as a
Special Envoy for Intercultural Dialogue.

The Arditi Foundation awards annual prizes to graduates of the University
of Geneva and the Swiss Federal Institute of Technology. It has purchased
a landmark theater, the Cinema Manhattan, which it transformed into the
Auditorium Foundation Arditi and offered to the University of Geneva.

Arditi is the founder of “The Instruments of Peace Foundation”, which
offers musical education to children of Palestine and Israel. He is also a
member of the Foundation Board of the Music Conservatory of Geneva.
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“Good morning, sir. How may I help you today?”
“Ah, good morning to you. I’'m browsing for a new suit, and as always,
I come to you first.”
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“You know I’ve been shopping here for almost ten years? Your clothes
are of the best quality, I tell so to all my colleagues.”
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“Thank you, that’s so nice to hear! It’s always a pleasure to have returning
customers. So, what kind of suit are you looking for today?”

“It’s a special occasion, so [ want a special suit. My daughter is graduating
next week — she’s valedictorian, just received her letter of admission to
Johns-Hopkins!”
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“Wow, good for her! I assume she’s planning on becoming a doctor?”

“Indeed.”

“That’s amazing. And Washington is supposed to be such a beautiful
city, I hope she enjoys it.”

“Me too. I only wish she could stay close, but that’s how it is — children
grow up and have to leave their parents. Look at me, I’ve moved a continent
away,”
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“And where are you from, if [ may ask? Were you born here?”

NWXI DI7N :1'AX 771 TIDONITIR | 717 2 7V "7 :IRC70 17X | 10



D% D°DID 730177 710K

“Denmark,”
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“Ah, Denmark is a beautiful country. I was there a few years ago on a
conference, and I loved it so much I brought the family along the second
time I was invited.”

“Yeah, it’s a wonderful place — not in the winter, though. Way too cold.”

“How true!”
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“So, is your daughter the eldest?”

“Yes, out of three. I have two young sons as well, but they are still in
elementary school.”

“Wow, it’s quite the age gap.”

“I know. As you can hear, [ was not born here. My wife and [ moved to
America when our daughter was very young, and it took us a while to find
our place. New country, new language, you can imagine it wasn’t simple.”

“Yeah, [ know. It isn’t easy, especially when you move away from family.’

“Exactly. My wife still has a large family in Palestine — that’s where I’'m
from, by the way, - and she misses them a lot.”
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“Is the rest of your family in the United States, or did they stay there?”
“I’m afraid [ don’t have any family left in Palestine. My parents passed
away many years ago, and my brother died a few years back.”
“Oh, I'm so sorry.”
“Thank you. He was younger than me, and we didn’t always get along,
but family is family.”
“That’s true.”
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“Miss? I think we have a winner!”
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“Perfect! Now how about a tie to match? Is there a specific color you
prefer?”
“I trust you to surprise me,”
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“I can’t decide, they’re all wonderful. I guess I’1l have to take all three!”
“Thank you, that’s great!”

NMUXI 017N QAR 71 N0'0DYIIXR | 7157 "2 7V "N IXRC70 1R | 12



P70 D037 ;NAPRIA T7°9) ORI 00PN WOR ATK L1YR N27NR CIX
T WYY IR A 95 10750 NNRA 1T TAYT .01 YNOK 701020 wnn
MR ARMYAN YanonD 79127 XD X .0nEY 0V 230 w0 0wIRD o1k
X7 DPHITIVOXR MIRTIN DY 00 9y 93 ,n05nn Yow ADoK XX
J120% R0
5w 07 ININTI 0037 N7 1103 NP0 AWK T 71T KT YT
0717 595 MNA5 7200 X077 T TS M Awn Avwa MM
7K 22X 0K PO 01 YPW MW DX 19790 YN XD L1103 T D2
IRW 01277 DX DYT2 °92 03 TIRD 230 N1PAD NDIDY ;A PANIY pod
52 901 20 WD NP1 .0 PRI 021277 DX IR 092 ,1W0Y Dy
77 KD AYYTR 090,03 T8n Pax ,phn ana napb 79098 naw 09370
D1P% 222°m 0YIp 199 02T AR DX TIwn
.D°V°ID DX P2y A2nnm IR ADPD T2 DOWAI 1IMIK
“I hope your daughter has a wonderful graduation ceremony. And good
luck to her with the speech!”
“Thank you. She is very nervous about it, but she’s a smart girl — [ know
she will do well. And thank you also for your help, you were delightful.”
“Don’t mention it, I enjoyed helping you — I wish all of our clients were
as pleasant.”
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“Have a great day, sir. Hope to see you again soon.”
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