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The desirability of a graduate degree in Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages (TESOL) is a direct result of the high status and prestige that English enjoys in the international community. as a global language The English language is being taught today in a wide variety of contexts and at all levels of education, schools and higher education institutions in countries where English is not the national language, as well as in English speaking countries to immigrants in schools, at the work place and in society at large. Consequently, there is currently an increase in the demand and need for well-trained TESOL experts: teachers, curriculum writers, language testers, etc. The MA TESOL program at Tel-Aviv University was established to respond to this growing need world wide. The School of Education in TAU is proud to have launched this unique MA program to train teachers and experts in the field via the medium of the English language.

Israel has gained reputation world wide for its innovative programs, creative curricula,   and advanced technological materials (e.g., computerized educational/ instructional materials). In particular existing TESOL teacher training programs in Israel have received major recognition in terms of their high quality training, material development and research. Specifically, the faculty at TAU, where a program of Language Education was established in 1981, is known for the high level of scientific research in the field of TESOL, as well as in the learning of other languages, as measured by amount of publications in major international journals, presentations at conferences and graduates who hold high level positions in various domains of learning second languages in Israel and in other countries. The MA TESOL program, established in 2003, offers a well-balanced combination of a strong background in applied linguistics with a sound knowledge-base in pedagogical classroom issues of teaching English in diverse contexts.

Tel Aviv University (TAU), Israel's largest university, is a dynamic center of learning that draws students from all around the globe to its lively and expanding campus. Located in the heart of Israel, the TAU campus is a gateway - to the nearby city of Tel Aviv, Israel's cultural and business center; to the entire ancient-modern land of Israel; and to the life and history of the country and the region. 

Admission Requirements

The program is open to all students who hold a BA degree in the humanities or social sciences, or any other field relevant to education, awarded by a recognized academic institution in the US or in other countries, and with the equivalent of an Israeli grade point average of 80 or above (a GPA of 3.0). It especially aims at a student population whose home language is English and who used English as their medium of instruction in school. Admission also depends on a candidate's personal suitability to the program as assessed and decided by an admission committee consisting of academic staff members. 

The applicants from United States and Canada may qualify for graduate student loans in their respective countries. Tel Aviv University is a fully recognized university of international status, and as such is listed as an approved university both for the granting of loans and the deferment of payments on existing student loans. 

The Program 

The academic courses of the program are similar to those of the MA in language education program administered in Hebrew, with additional courses in the methodology of teaching English as a second/foreign language. 

The program covers the following four areas:

1. Approaches to and theories of second language acquisition, learning 

    and teaching (17 credits*)  

2. Background in linguistics (4 credits)

3. Research methods in language acquisition, learning and teaching and  

    classroom research (6 credits) 
4. Teaching methods and practical training (9 credits).
*one credit = one semester hour
The degree students will receive upon completion of studies an 

“MA in Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages (TESOL)”

There are two program options: 

a. A Thesis Track 

b. A Non-Thesis Track (introduced in 2005).

a. The Thesis Track

The program consists of 36 semester hours over two academic years of study and requires a Master's thesis. In addition, students are required to submit seminar papers in two courses (see list of courses).

Master's thesis: Students are required to write a Master's thesis complying with the regulations for the MA thesis published by the School of Education (see Guidelines for writing MA thesis). The thesis must cover a research topic associated with language teaching and/or acquisition. 

Final grade: the final grade will be made up out of the following components:
* Average course grades 40%
* Average seminar paper grades 20%
* Master's thesis 40%

Thesis: Students should expect to spend the fourth semester of the program preparing, researching, and writing their MA thesis. This will be preceded by the submission and approval of a research proposal. Students should aim to submit the thesis by the end of the semester, or by the end of the summer at the latest. The thesis should be about 60 pages in length. In choosing a subject, establishing the topic to be studied, identifying and studying source materials, collecting the material, and in writing the thesis itself, students will work closely with a thesis adviser, who will generally be a lecturer in the program. It is recommended that the topic for the thesis is classroom focused in terms of the issues investigated, as well as the research methodology utilized (action research, for example). 

For complete details on the processes involved in writing a thesis and the grading procedures see Guidelines for writing MA thesis  

b. The Non Thesis Track

The program consists of 44 semester hours over two academic years of study. Students are required to submit seminar papers in three courses (see list of courses), and to take a final oral examination at the end of the course of studies that synthesizes some of the concepts and themes presented in the program 

Final grade: the final grade will be made up out of the following components:
* Average course grades 40%
* Average seminar paper grades 30%
* Final Examination 30%

 Specific courses for the two tracks for the year 2005-6

	Courses
	Lecturers

	I Second Language Learning
	

	*1. Second Language Acquisition
	Prof. Elite Olshtain

	*2. Language policy: English in a global world 
	Prof. Elana Shohamy

	*3. Language testing/assessment: Theory and practice  
	Dr. Ofra Inbar

	*4. Language maintenaince of immigrant 

     students  in schools  
	Dr. Michal Tannenbaum

	*5. School-Based Literacy 
	Dr. Nurit Peled

	6. Current language 

   teaching issues (guest lecturers)
	Dr. Ofra Inbar (coordinator)

	II Linguistics
	

	1. Linguistics models and language education 
	Prof. Dorit Ravid

	2. The structure of English: Contrastive approaches
	Prof. Dorit Ravid

	III Research Methods
	

	1. Research in language learning and teaching 
	Dr. Michal Tannenbaum

	2. Qualitative research methods 
	Prof. Irit Kupferberg

	IV Teaching Methodology
	

	1. Methods in language teaching 
	Tamar Feuerstein

	2. Technology in language teaching 
	Tamar Feuerstein

	3. Practicum in English teaching
	Orly Haim

	4. Learning disabilities and language learning 
	Susie Russak

	Additional courses ( for the non-thesis track)
	

	Innovative Models of language programs & evaluation of language programs
	Dr. Ofra Inbar

	Elective courses in Literature or Linguistics (in English) 
	


*Can be chosen as a seminar course
Guidelines for writing an MA Thesis
The purpose of writing an MA thesis is to enable students to gain experience in conducting research in order to get familiarized with the scientific research process, its benefits and limitations and to arrive at research results relevant to the field. In writing a thesis students will experience posing research question, formulating a hypothesis and a planning methodological research design. The research study commences with a proposal and continues with the investigation of the study by collecting data analysis, reaching conclusions and writing the research thesis. 
Students are expected to maintain on-going contact with their advisors while conducting the research study, as negotiation and feedback are an integral part of the research learning process. Pertinent details as to conducting the research and writing the thesis will be provided by heads of TESOL program.

We recommend that the contacts between students and advisors begin as early as possible – anywhere between the end of the first semester of the first year to the end of the first semester of the second year. It is not possible to wait with the thesis proposal after having completed the program course requirements as the thesis needs to be completed within the two years of study (e.g., all the way to the end of the summer vacation, around October). 

B. The MA thesis: Preparation process
Expectations as to the content and format of the thesis may vary depending on varied areas of expertise and advisors in specific domains. Certain regulations should, however, be adhered to for  monitoring the process and for the students' best interests. Below are specific regulations for preparing and submitting the thesis:

1. Contact an advisor
The process of writing the thesis begins when a student contacts an advisor who agrees to guide him/her in the process of writing and submitting the thesis. It is possible to contact an advisor in the first year, even in the first semester but no later than the end of the first semester in the second year. In certain cases it may be possible to have additional advisors, but this requires prior authorization by the certified committees. Advisors should be selected of those professors with whom the student had taken courses in the course of the program.

Establishing contact is conditioned on mutual agreement of both parties and is officially endorsed once the contact form is signed by the advisor. The form can be obtained from the program coordinator. The advisor signs the form and returns it to the program coordinator. Following approval by the Head of the TESOL Program, the form is submitted to the student and advisor by the TESOL program coordinator. 

Signing the above form implies that the lecturer has agreed in principle to advise the student. It is worthwhile noting, however, that under specific circumstances or conditions this agreement may be revoked by both parties. In all cases where the advisors and/or the student wish to revoke the agreement, official written notification detailing the reasons for the change will be submitted to the Head of the Program.
2. The Research Proposal

The second phase in the process is writing the research proposal. Once the proposal has been formulated and approved by the advisor, it should be submitted in three signed copies by the student to the Head of the TESOL Program. The proposal must be submitted within 6 months from the date of the approval of the contact form.  Not handing in the proposal on time revokes the contact form, unless the postponement is approved by the thesis advisor.

The research proposal should include the following components:

· Title page (see attached sample)

· Introduction of the research topic and the main research question

· Literature review which surveys the theoretical and research-based background of the study

· Formulated research questions and hypotheses (depending whether the study is qualitative or quantitative or a mixture of both)

· Methodology: the research approach, design, research methods and data collection procedures

· An initial bibliography list of general references and methodology

The scope of the written proposal should not surpass 7 pages, not including bibliographical references and appendices.

Upon receipt of the written proposal by the Head of the Program the advisor will be requested to recommend a reader to review and provide constructive criticism for the proposal. Following consultation with the Head of the TESOL Program the proposal will be forwarded to the reader. The reader's evaluation of the proposal will be submitted to both the student and advisor (conducting a conference session with the reader on his/her comments is advisable). The reader will submit the comments no later than three weeks after having received the proposal.

The thesis will be submitted no later than the end of the second academic year. After the advisor has approved of the thesis it will be submitted in two copies by the student to the TESOL Program Coordinator
. Three additional copies will be transferred to the Program Coordinator following receipt of the final thesis grade, to be kept in the School of Education library.

The thesis will be bound and printed in double space on an A4 paper. 
It is recommended that the length of the thesis will not surpass 60 pages.

Attached is a sample of the title page of the thesis. All thesis papers will include abstracts in both English and Hebrew.

4. Evaluation of the thesis:

4.1  Evaluation will be conducted by one reader in addition to the advisor(s).

4.2 The reader will be appointed by the head of the program in 

      consultation with the advisor. 

4.3 The Head of the Program will transfer the copies of the thesis to the

      advisor and assigned reader.

4.4 Following receipt of the evaluations and for the purpose of completion

      of studies, three more copies of the thesis will be submitted (6 copies

      altogether).

4.5 The evaluators will submit their evaluation and the grade for the thesis

      within 4 weeks of the date in which the thesis was received. The

      evaluation, including the grade, will be written on a form available from

      the Program Coordinator.

4.6 In case of uncertainty or need for additional information please contact 

      the Program Coordinator 

5. Grade for thesis

The grade of the thesis constitutes 40% of the final grade for the MA degree and will be calculated in the following manner: 

60% of the grade will be determined by the advisor and 40% by the reader.

The grade and comments will be given to the students by the Program Coordinator.   

6.   Gap between the advisor's and reader's grades

6.1 A gap is defined as a difference of 20 or more points between the two

      grades

6.2 The difference in grades will be attended to only if the reader's grade

       is lower than the grade assigned by the advisor.

6.3 When such a gap occurs the situation will be dealt prior to

      publishing the final grade. In case of such a gap between grades

     (defined above), the Program Coordinator , who receives the grades

      from both reader and advisor, is responsible for passing this on to the

      head of department for further handling.

6.4 The Head of the Program will appoint an additional reader

6.5 The grade assigned by the additional reader will be calibrated with the

      grade of the first reader in equal parts (20% per reader).
� Three copies in case of two advisors





